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2019

workshops

This is our 26th year of providing exciting workshop opportunities for every child in the Henley and 
district schools as part of the Henley Youth Festival. 

Once again we are offering some great workshop opportunities for you to book. Please review the details 
below and complete the separate Application Form which gives detailed performance times. 

As last year, for the non-art Workshops, we would like you to tell us which sessions you do NOT want to 
attend in addition to those you would be able to attend, as this makes the distribution of places easier.  

For the Art Workshops, please note the slight variation on the form and we ask you mark just the 
workshops you do want to apply for. 

This year we have some favourite workshops returning with three brand new workshops: Film Stunts, 
Scottish Country dancing and Cha Cha Cha Latin dance. One pre-selected school will be performing a Cha 
Cha Cha show piece at the Friday night HYF Dance event in the Kenton Theatre. 

We are delighted that Young Shakespeare return with A Midsummer Night’s Dream. In addition a separate 
YSC team will work with a pre-selected school to stage a dramatised song from the play which will be 
showcased at HYF Entertain in the Kenton.  

Singing with Lucy Hewes is back for KS1 and FS and this year, to alleviate transport costs for schools, Lucy 
will be going to individual schools - two per morning and two per afternoon. Out of Henley schools will 
take priority.

We’re delighted to welcome some drama students from Henley College who will be storytelling for FS and 
Yr1/2. 

The theme this year is ‘Dreams’. 
We hope that the workshops will fuel creativity and spark imaginations. 

 
Please encourage the students to enter the Writing, Art and Film Competitions,  

as well as taking part in the Performing Arts events too.

If you have any queries after you have read the information please contact: 
Anne Colvin-Jarvis either by email: annecolvinjarvis@hotmail.co.uk 

or phone 07709 430888.

The completed Application Form should also be sent to Anne by email, by hand, or post 
 by the deadline of 08 February 2019

Dear Headteacher

The Henley Youth Festival is extremely grateful for the generous 
sponsorship by local businesses and organisations, without which the 
Festival would not be able to take place. 

Special thanks to Harpsden Wealth Management for covering all our print 
production costs, which includes the main Festival programme, all Kenton 
Theatre event programmes and these information packs for schools.
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Freedom of Movement
Michal Rosiak is one of the most experienced freestyle gymnastics coaches in the country. 
Fully qualified and insured by British Gymnastics (BG) and with full DBS clearance, Michal 
is Director of Freedom of Movement, an established company focused on delivering a first-
class gymnastics education, mainly in primary and secondary schools across the South of 
England.

FreeG - is a rapidly developing branch of gymnastics which encourages participants to learn 
challenging skills and through achievement fosters confidence, self-discipline and motivation. 
The workshop will place the emphasis on freedom, individuality and creativity with regard 
to the skills that each participant learns and performs.

The workshops are for years 5 and 6. 

Participants should wear comfortable clothing suitable for gymnastics, and bring a water 
bottle.

Lucy Hewes is a local choir leader and West End musician and has been playing the piano 
since the age of 5, discovering her vocal ability along the way. 

Lucy’s previous experience ranges from teaching singing and piano to appearing in the 
feature film of ‘Joseph’ and performing on stage at the Royal Albert Hall with the London 
Philharmonic Choir and more recently playing keyboard for ‘Jersey Boys’ on tour. 

Lucy is thrilled to bring all of her talents and experience into the local schools as part of 
the Henley Youth Festival for the fifth year.

This year, to alleviate transport costs, Lucy will be going to individual schools - two schools 
per morning and two per afternoon. Out of Henley schools will take priority.

The workshops are for FS and years 1 and 2.

Singing with Lucy Hewes

www.freedom-of-movement.com

Following last year’s success, Jenny is returning with her fun Urban Strides workshops.

Urban Strides inspire confidence and give an great introduction to Street Dance skills. They 
say: ‘why are people drawn to the Urban Strides flava? We let you be you, whoever you are. 
We celebrate people’s differences and draw on everyone’s collective passion of having fun 
and doing it in a positive environment.’

The workshops are for years 3 and 4. 

Participants should wear comfortable clothing suitable for gymnastics, and bring a water 
bottle.

www.urbanstrides.com

Urban Strides



Simon Sanchez returns with the very popular Little Blue Monster Productions - an 
interactive workshop which will be based around the ‘Dreams’ theme. 

They tour theatres, arts centres, outdoor venues and festivals across the UK, Europe and 
Internationally, travelling as far afield as Hong Kong, Dubai, Singapore and Malaysia. The 
team behind Little Blue Monster have been creating theatre for children for over 20 years.  

The workshops are for FS and years 1 and 2.

www.littlebluemonster.co.uk

Little Blue Monster Productions

A Midsummer Night’s Dream

A storyteller and four Young Shakespeare Company actors perform Shakespeare’s 
enchanting comic tale in a fast-moving fully-costumed interactive production. The play is 
brought vividly to life around and among the children, at times including the whole audience 
to create such enchanting scenes as the bustling Athenian market and the wood full of 
mysterious fairies and sprites. The performance concludes with the market traders’ hilarious 
rendition of ‘Pyramus and Thisbe’.

Throughout the performance the storyteller enables the children to become actively 
involved in the play through a carefully structured range of drama and language activities. 
They are encouraged to explore the motives, thoughts and feelings of the characters, 
exploring in detail how Hermia and her friends feel at every twist and turn of their 
confused night in the forest. Volunteers from among the children are also chosen to become 
individual characters in the story and all the children have the opportunity to speak and 
enjoy Shakespeare’s words in short, accessible sections.

The workshops are for years 5 and 6.

Young Shakespeare Company

www.youngshakespeare.org.uk                 

2019
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Explorer Dome

This popular workshop returns to HYF and offers students a fantastic experience in the 
only mobile, inflatable planetarium dome in the UK with 100% presenter-led, interactive, 
lively, hands-on science shows.

The topic this year is Environment and the presenters specialise in pitching the content 
and presentation of the shows correctly, to help make science exciting and inspiring and 
for all ages and all abilities.

The workshops are for years 3 and 4.

www.explorerdome.co.uk
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Introducing Tyler Kennington from Take 3 Academy, we are offering a Stunt workshop.

‘Bullet hits, fight sequences, throws and falls - all the basics! Our team reveal leading industry 
secrets as we train our students step-by-step and maybe inspire them in becoming the next 
Hollywood Stunt Artist’.

Tyler has worked in show business from a very young age. With his father (Paul Kennington) 
being a Stunt Co-ordinator with hundreds of credits under his belt, he has assisted and 
worked alongside him on a number of projects such as - Electric Dreams, Camelot, 
Frankenstein Chronicles, The Tupperware Party and The Durrells, to name but a few.  

Participants should wear comfortable clothing suitable for gymnastics, and bring a water 
bottle.

The workshops are for years 5 and 6 with a separate workshop for Chiltern Edge 
students.

www.take3academy.com

Take 3 Academy

2019

Fun introduction to Scottish Country Dancing with Deborah Draffin - an RSCDS 
certificated teacher who runs Scottish Country Dance classes in Berkshire.

Participants should wear plimsolls and comfortable clothing (PE kit), and bring a water 
bottle.

The workshops are for years 3 and 4.
www.rscds-bhs.org.uk/classes

Scottish Country Dancing

‘Strictly’ comes to Henley! In this workshop the children will be taught some dance moves 
and a simple Cha Cha Cha dance with Hailey Simmons. Hailey has a passion for dancing and 
has represented Great Britain all over the world, reaching the top 12 in the world in the 
under 21’s category.

Now she is teaching in the County School of Dancing which is well established in the UK 
with a reputation for teaching excellence, producing some of the top young dancers in recent 
years. The County School also has a celebrity connection as Ian Waite, one of the stars of the 
BBC’s ‘Strictly Come Dancing’ trained for over 8 years and is still based at County Dance.

Participants should wear plimsolls and comfortable clothing, and bring a water bottle.

The workshops are for years 3 and 4.

Cha Cha Cha - Latin Dance

www.countydance.co.uk/
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Next steps:  
If you would like to book spaces for your class, please complete the separate Application Form and 
return to Anne by 08 February 2019.

For the Art workshops, mark YES if you would like to request a session and indicate year groups. 

For all other workshops, please state which ones you do NOT want to attend in addition to those you 
would be able to attend, as this makes the distribution of places easier.

2019

Squash
This is a great opportunity to give your students a free taster session in the sport of Squash 
delivered by Andras Pal from the Henley Squash and Racketball Club.  

If you have not had a squash workshop at your school in previous years, you will need space 
to accommodate the squash wall, which is essentially a cube of around 2m x 2m x 2m.  There 
needs to be around 2 to 3 metre clearance for the two sides against which the players hit the 
ball.

If you would like the workshop and you know you do not have the space, please indicate this 
on the booking form and we will see if another school can be a host for your pupils.

The format for the day will be year 3/4 in the morning and 5/6 in the afternoon. Sessions last 1 
hour with a maximum of 12 children in each.

Participants should wear comfortable clothing suitable for sport, and bring a water bottle.

The workshops are for years 3/4 and 5/6.

www.henleysquash.co.uk

Storytelling
This year we are delighted to welcome some of the drama students from Henley College 
who will be storytelling for groups of children. 

The workshops are for FS and years 1 and 2.


